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 Street-Robberies, 
oY CONSIDER'D, Sc | - 


st bave declared my ſelf in 
= the Title to be a convert- 
ed Thief, I think it will 
$9 nor be amiſs, firſt to give 
a ſhort Account of my own 


| life ; and then proceed to 
what I have undertaken, I ſhall uſe free- 
dom in what I am about to write, being 
I am mat afraid I ſhall be call'd to an Ac- 
count for any of my paſt Pranks: Every 
one knows there is more than one Act of 
Grace within this twenty Tears; and for 
the reſt of my Gang, they are as cold as 
Julius Cæſar, or the great Scanderbeg; 1 
| A 2 might 
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might have ſaid as Rotten too, for ſome 

of them were nat over Sound, when aliye, 

but the Gallows and the Sea have made an 
End of em all. That is, ſome were 
Hang'd, and ſome Tranſporteeu. 


WELL then! a Cheat I ſtand confeſs d 
on Record, (though now I deal plainly ) 
therefore ſhall conceal my Name, that my 
Neighbours may not find me out; for as 
Thieviſh as I have been, I have borne all 
Offices in the Pariſh where I dwell, even 
Church-warden, without cheating the Poor, 
and am at preſent, and have been theſe 
twenty Years, accounted one of the ho- 
neſteſt Men in it. Therefore I have ſpoil'd 
one Proverb, Once a Thief, and always 4 
Thief. But to proceed, 

I THINK J have read in Hiſtory, 
for now I Study Books as I formerly di. 


Men, that Alexander the Great claim'd, 


Jupiter for his Father; and I have alſo 
read that many other Great Men have had 
a great many Fathers; or rather, that a 
oreat many Great Men in Hiſtory, could 
never tell their own Fathers, which is in- 
_ deed my one Caſe: For even my good 
Mother could not inform me truly, But 
thus much I know of my Progenitors, my 

8 poor 
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poor Mother going into a» Goldſmiith's 
Shop to purchaſe: a Ring, by an odd Sort 
of a Miſtake, I don't know how, but it 
ſeems ſhe walk'd off with a whale String 
of them: But the ill natur d Fellow had 
her pur ſu'd, took her up, and in ſnort 
was very troubleſome; for notwithſtand- 
ing my Mother ſtood ſtiff in her Inno- 
cence, yet the malicious Wretch forc'd 
her to take up a new Lodging in New- 

ate, pretending this was not her firſt 

ffence; and not having her Health 
there, ſhe was obliged to take the Air an 
Hour or two at the Old-Baih; and tho 
The declared her Averſion for her new 
Lodging, yet they forc'd' her there again, 
though with this Promiſe, that ſhe ſhould 
very ſhortly take a farther Tour for a lit- 
tle good Air; and becauſe it would be 
difficult for a weak Perſon to walk u 
Holbourn Hill, ſhe ſhould be carry'd, with 
a ſuitable Attendance to her Quality. 
She told them her Inclinations would ra- 
ther carry her ſome other Road. But 
Willi nilli, ſhe was inform'd ſhe ſhould go 
that Way and no other. | 


TI L leave every one to judge, if this 
was not enough to vex any Woman of 
Spirit in the World. Are not you a- 


«c ſham'd, | 
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te ſham'd, cry'd the poor Woman, to vex 
« Body ſo? 3s I hobe to be lavd, 


*** thought chere was no harm in it; for 


by my Conſcience, I only took the 
* Rings'to fit my Finger at more Lei- 


* ſure, for I was very much in haſte, 
* with an Intention to return the reſt, 


* and Honeſtly pay for what I kept. 


But ſhe might have ſwore her Eyes out of 
her Head, for the unbelieving Wretches 
did not mind what the ſaid or ſwore. 


WHEN my Mother found there was 
no good to be done with them, ſhe e'en 


reſolved to caſt about to get out of their 
Clutches, not by breaking Priſon, for 


Thieves thirty or forty Years ago were 
not ſo clever at that as Shepherd, of im- 
mortal Memory. She had at that Junc- 


ture the Misfortune of being a Maid, 
that is, I mean, not with Child, yet ſhe 


had Money enough to Bribe a Jury of 
Matrons, that out of a good Conſcience 
to prolong Life, ſwore ſhe was Quick; 
but with this Caution, if ſhe was not, to 


get one ſhould uſe his honeſt Endeavours 
to ſave their Honour, for they found there 


was good Ground to work upon. 


My 
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M Mother at firſt practiced with the 
Ordinary, giving him to know, ſhe had 
no Occaſion for bis Aſſiſtance in ſhoving 
her out of the World, but beg'd his Help 
to bring one into the World; But the 
good Man, either out of Conſcience, or 
Diflike, utterly refus'd ; telling her 
how heinous the Crime was ſhe wou'd 
commit, But ſhe anſwer'd him with the 
old Saying, There cou'd be no Harm done, 
where there's a good Child got. But nei- 
ther her Rhetorick or Perſon had any 
Charms for him, though ſhe told him 
plainly that for the Care he had taken of 
her Soul, her Body was at his Service. 


The good Domine denying her, ſhe was 


almoſt at her Wits End, and it was near 


a Month before -ſhe had a Glimpſe of 


Hope. 


B u r ſome Pirates happening to ſtop 


at Newgate, in their Way to Wapping, 


took. pity of my poor Mother, and being 
People of great Humanity, ſtrove all they 
could to oblige her, and amang them her 
Job was done, but ſhe could never tell by 
who, for there was no leſs than eight of 


them, and they always paid their Compli- 
ments to my Mother in the Dark, for _ 
| 0 
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of being diſcover d. But ſhe was reſol- 
ved to be ſure of her Man, and therefore 
hid it upon them all, which occaſioned 
fome Words among my Fathers, and my 


Mother, as I ſaid before, or ſhould have 


ſaid, being a paſſionate Woman, in the 
Heat of her Fury, wiſh'd my Fathers 
hang'd, which alas! came to paſs; for 


before I came into the World, to Tejoice 


my Fathers, they all lovingly ſwung to- 
gether at Execution-Dock, without leaving 
any Proviſion for their Poſthumous Off- 


ſpring; Peace be with them li 


HOWEVER, I was growing on to be 
a fine Child in my Mother's Belly, for I 
did ſo Jump and Caper in my Priſon, 
within a Priſon, that my Mother us'd to 
tell me afterwards, ſhe always thought I 
ſhould prove a ſtirring Babe, and a good 
Buſtler in the World. 


Mr Mother now growing pretty near 


her Time, by the Priſon Reckoning, tho? 
ſhe was two Months behind hand in her 
own Account, made ſo many Friends to 
the Goldſmith's Wife, that out of Com- 
pains, ſhe good Woman got my Mother 
er Pardon. And in ſhort, my Mother 
forſook her Tenement, though ſhe paid 
nothing 
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nothing for her Lodging, for. the 
Keepers were very willing to be rid of 
her, for fear ſhe ſhowd lay the Child to 
ſome of them, as ſhe often threaten'd in 
her Paſſion, when they wanted her to come 
down, as they call it, She had ſome 
Friends that ſupported. her till ſhe brought 
me into the World. There was Goflip- 
ings and Tattling (indeed I can't ſay 
Chriſtening, for my Mother did not Care 
for unneceſſary Expences, as fhe term'd 
dem) But the Child had Dad's own Noſe, 
- every Feature to a Title, to be 
ure. 


B r be it as it will, my Mother took 
a great Care of me, eſpecially in my Edu- 
cation, only ſhe did not let me Read or 
a . for as the often told me, Learn- 
ing was only to make People vain. 


How EVER, fince I found my Mo- 
ther out as to that Particular, Shame 
ſo much overcame me, that I learn'd both 
to Read and Write, after I was fixteen 
Years old; and knowing my Mother ne- 
ver had given mea Chriftian Name, I was, 
like the Anaboptifts, made a Chriſtian, 
when I could Anſwer for my ſelf. 


5 Iwas 


61909 
I wAS no ſooner brought into this 
World to Breath freer Air, but my Mo- 
ther thought me as great a Burthen to her 
as ſhe did the Day before I was Born, 
therefore thought of many Stratagems to 
get rid of me, at leaſt to procure ſome- 
thing for my Support ; for ſhe own'd ſhe 
had ſome {mall Affection for me. She 
got a Hand-Basket, into which, pretty 
late, the put my Worſhip, and ty'd me 
Decently to a Knocker of a Door in 
Cornhill, (for I was a Citizen born) an 

then ſtood aloof to ſee the Event. 4155 


IN a little Time, the Door was open'd, 


2nd I enter'd the Houſe; but, it was ſup- 


ped, not liking my Situation, 1 began to 
hindle, and Tune my Pipes. When 
the Inhabitants underſtood what Sorp of 
Gueſt they had got, they began to be 
weary of my Company; imagining, if I 
call d for any thing (for it prov'd a Cof- 
fee - Houſe) I ſhould hardly pay em. Up- 
on which, they ſent for the Conſtable 
and Churchwardens of the Pariſh,, who 
maugre their wry Faces, were oblig'd to 
take Care of me. Upon the Buſtle that 
was made, my Motber approach'd lily, 


to underſtand what ſhe knew before; and, 
OS when 


d 
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when the wis got among em lhe fell to 4. 
buſing her ſelf at no Rate, by calling the 
Mother of the Child, Barbarous Wretch | 
and Brute Beaſt! And many more elegant 
Names, as ſhe inform'd me when I was 
grown up. In ſhort, ſhe ſaid ſo much; 
that one of the Churchwardens took her a+ 


ſide, and being a very Compaſſionate Man, 
told her if ſhe had a Mind to have me, 1 


ſmould prove a good Bargain, and imme- 


diately offer'd her ten Pounds upon the 


Nail, "if ſhe would take Care of my Edu- 
cation. 


| M Y Mother took ſome Time to detef- 
mine, for fear ſhe might be ſuſpected; 
but at laſt ſhe told them it was a pity ſo 


fine a Child ſhould be turn'd upon the 
Pariſh, and having no Childreri. of her 


own, ſhe would accept their Offer; and 
take as much Care of me as if it were 


born of her own Body. So all Parties 
took Leave well pleas d. The Church- 
wardens that they had got rid of a new. 


Pariſhoner, and my Mother that ſhe had 
. the Cole. 


TI 6kEw mightily i in Growth and 

Grace. for my Mother told me the firſt 

Werd I could ſpeak plain was Biteh f 
77% B 5 which 
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which Epithet I gave my Mother, with 

which ſhe ſeem'd much pleas'd. 


By that Time 1 had arrivd at my 
tenth Year, I had made ſome Progreſs in 
the Nimming Art, and thoſe that had the 
Care of my Education, told my Mother, 
there was no fear but I ſhould make 2s 
good a Figure in the Buſineſs as the beſt 


I was full fourteen before I attempt. 
ed any thing noble in the Science, as they 
Term it, and had a narrow Eſcape into 
the Bargain. A Fruit-Woman who had a 
Leathern Purſe at her Side, and a great 
Basket of Fruit on her Head, ſet me a 
Longing, more at the Purſe than the 
Fruit. I follow'd her through ſeveral 
Streets and Lanes without accompliſhing 
my Intentions. At laſt, ſhe put her Bas- 
ket upon a Bulk, and Knock'd at a great 
Houſe in GCrowtched-Fryars. Now, 
thought I, is my Time. When ſhe had 
done with the People of the Houfe, the 
Door was ſhut, and ſhe. going to put the 
Basket on her Head, I drew near, and of- 
fer'd her my Aſſiſtance. But ſhe'cry'd no 
I thank you, Child, I can help my ſelf. 
While both her Hands were employ'd, 8 

Wit 
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with my Knife, nimbly cut off her Pod- 
\ ket, and as nimbly ran off. But {ſhe 
ſoon obſerv*d what I had done; cry'dout, 
Stop Thief! Stop Thief! and began te 
Hobble after me. Accordingly I was 
ſtop'd by a Drayman at the End of the 
Lane: But 1 fell down upon my Knees, 
and beg d em to let me go, for 1 had on- 
ly thrown down her Basket of Fruit, anll 
the Woman would make me pay for 'em 
if ſhe caught me, and 1 had not one Fen- 
ny in the World, Zounds, you Dog, 
then, cry'd one of the Fellows, get 
away as faſt as you can. I thought their 
Council fo good, that I never ſtop'd till I 
came into St. George g. Field, where I 
ventur d to open my Purſe; and, to 
no ſmall Joy, found fix and thirty Shil- 
lings, beſides Half-pence. 


T AIS I thought too great a Booty te 
Tecure all to my ſelf, therefore reſolv'd to 
let my Mother have ſome, who really ve- 
ry much wanted it; for ſhe had marry'd n 
Soldier, who would often come Home 
and Plunder her of all, and not come a- 
gain till his Pockets had not one Crols to 
Keep the Devil from dancing there. 


WHEY 


(14) 
WEN I came Home, I gave my Mo- 
ther the Pouch, and eighteen Shillings in 
it, which very much rejoic'd her. Now, 
ſaid ſhe, thou art a good Child to take 
Care of thy poor Mother: Heaven will 
bleſs thee for it! But ſhe was raviſh'd, 
when I told her in what Manner. I had 
compaſs'd it. n 


Af TER ſome Tinie, I told my Mo- 
ther I would go and ſee if there was any 
Buſineſs ſtirring Abroad. Ay, do, ſaid 
ſhe, for there is always a Curſe attends 
Idleneſs. I went out, though with no o- 
ther Intention than to fill my Belly, for 1 
Had ever a good Stomach. I wander'd a 
pretty Way from Home, before I could 
light of a Cook's to my Mind; but at laſt - 
T found one that pleas'd-me; call'd for 
my Dinner, and ſtufft heartily, As wag 
ty'd by the Teeth, a Butcher came in and 
1 ſoon found his Buſineſs was to Receive 
ſome Money from the Man of the Houſe, 


IcasT a Hawk's Eye at the Guineas 
on the Table, and my. Chops water'd at 
'em much; and at the ſame Time my 
Fingers itched to be. better acquainted. 
with 'em, though I deſpair'd of getting an 
Opportunity, But the Landlord being 
ca 
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call'd away in haſte, threw down the Pen 


under the Table with his Elbow: And 
the Butcher ſtooping to take it up, I nim- 
bly feiz'd one of the Guineas ; ſlipp'd it 
down between my Shirt and my Skin, re- 
tir'd to my Poſt, and lookd as Demurely 
as a Quaker when the Spirit was expect- 
ed to move him. ö 


WHEN the Butcher had taken up the 


Pen, he ſet himſelf about writing a Diſ- 
charge. But firft counting the Money o- 
ver, found there was a Guinea ſhort of 
his Bill. He told his Money over and o- 
ver again, in Hopes to make it Right ; 
but I could have told him it was to no 
Purpoſe. But Iever hated Eutchers ; ſure, 
{aid he, the Landlord has given me a Gui- 


nea ſhort : Prithee call him, Child, ſaid 


he, to me, (ſuppoſing I belong'd to the 


Houſe, for I had no Hat on,) Yes, Sir, 
ſaid I, the ſame Time the Butcher was 


looking under the Table to ſee if it had 
not been thrown down with the Pen ; 
which gave an Opportunity of ſnatching 


another; and you may be aftur'd I did 


not ſtay long enough for him to find the 
other that was Loft, 88 


By 
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BY good Fortune there was a Nine- pin 
Yard at the back of the Houfe, which wag 
a Thorough fare into a Lane, ſo off 1 got 
with my Booty, without paying for my 
Dinner, or locking behind me. I ſunk 
one of the Pieces upon my Mother, and 
told her if ſhe would get me ſome better 
Duds, E did not doubt but E ſhould ſuc- 
cecd in greater Matters. However, ſhe 
excus'd her ſelf for that Time, with 2 
Promiſe, upon her Honour, the next 
Booty ſhould be * Sat by to bo at 255 
. 


TRE Hope of this put me upon he 
Tenter of Invention, (not but 1 had Mo- 
ney enough to do the Job; but that 1 
_ fax againſt a Rainy Day, as the People 

ay.) was butiſmalkin Perfon, though 
1 had: happily arriv'd to my thirteenth 
Year 346 wy en were _ mn fuf- 
year. | | 


dl 80 ITED: al fall Fats, 
not worth naming; however x had Bufi- 
nefs enough to enable my Mother to keep 
her Word with me, and 1 was Equipped 
9 enough. 0 
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9250 97 in my Rambl ling, 1 got in 
to Ia, though | with lit) le Hope. * 
Feri Bae, r Mk Ire Ropes ge- 
nerally in every ree. But could 
not help eying a geen of Quafity that 
was about buying eight fine Flanders Mares, 
1 was reſoly d to Reit ſome Time to CE 
if any thing would ſtart for my Advan- 
tage. At 11 found the Horſes or Mares, 
which you will, were ſold for four Hag 
- dred Guineas, and the Nobleman order;d. 
à Perſon that was with him to take the 
Horſe Courſer and pay him. 


1 WAT C HED narrowly where they 
went, and followed them up Stairs at a 
neighbouring Tavern, went boldly after 
them into the Room, and confidently ebe d 
thein what they would pleaſe to Drink. 
When 1 had received be Word of Com- 
mand, 1 ran Jeb to the Bar, and in- 
form d the Man of the Houſe, that my 
Master; i", the Perſon that Was with 
him, ha ſome private Buſineſs, Would 
| take them 1 bp ſome Time, ;ſo.defjred ; e 
might enter js, Room but my felt. 


4. 1 c A R R ** D every thing they wa wanted 
with as much Dexterity as if 1 had never, 
C been 
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been out of the hearinz of the Bar- bell; 
but with ſome Concern, I ſhould not pay 
my ſelf for Waiting; or be paid in a Coin 
that would not run Currant: And my 
Hopes were quite dead, when I found no- 
thing but Paper ſtirring for Payment. 
therefore wiſely thought of walking off 
while I was well : But juſt as I was go- 
ing to put my Thoughts in Execution, 
the Gentleman call'd to me, bid me go 
down to my Maſter, and ask him if he 
could Change a Bank Bill of ſeventy 
Pound. I went and did as I was com- 
manded; but the Landlord told me he 
had not ſo much ready Money in the 
Houſe, for he had that Morning paid his 
Wine Merchant, however he would ſend 
and get it done immediately. I went up, 
and told them Word for Word, what was 
ſaid. Here, you Dog, ſaid the Gentle- 
man, deſire your Maſter to make haſte. 
Ay, thought I to my ſelf, if my Maſter 
won't, his Man will. 


WHEN I came to the Bar, I told the 
Landlord my Maſter would have him to 
ſend one of his Drawers along with me 
to get the Money for the Note. This 1 
did for fear of being examin'd, if I went 

alone. I bid the Drawer make haſte, for 


I was 


3 
I was to go to Cornbil with ſome of the 
Money. So away we went; and I could 


hear 'the Landlord ſay as I went out, 
Thats a ſharp Rogue, I warrant him. 


W E ſoon got to the Goldſmith's, and I 
as ſoon finger d the Money. When I had 
pocketed it, I ask*d the Drawer if he would 
go along with me to Stock's- Market, or 
ſtay there till I came back. Neither, ſaid 
be, for if 1 ſhould be out fo long, my 
Maſter would break my Bones. Be fo 
kind then, faid'T, to tell my Maſter and 
the Gentleman, that I am gone to pay the 

Money where they order d me, and will 
be back immediately. Very well, return- 
e We: Drawer. 


i is not to be ſa ppoſed that I loiter'd 
much, neither did [ think my ſelf Safe 
till I got to Rarcliff Croſs, where I took 
ſome Refreſhment ; then made to the Iſle 
of Dogs to Review my Caſh, (for I did 

not think it proper even to look upon 
it in the Houſe where I Dined, for fear 
of being ſuſpected) when I came there, I 
ſecured the beſt part of my Booty in the 
Waſteband of my Breeches, for I did not 1 
think fit to let my Mother know the bottom „ 
of my Days Work. 4 


C 2 | 1 muſt 
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I muſt own, tho Jourg, a 2 qualm of 
Cpolciencs me over me for wy Tricks, 
and the Thing l repented off, was, 
the Robbing the, poor Fruit Woman; 
therefore, | reſolved Tk my ſelf to wake 
it my, Buſineſs to find her out, and an 
her Restitution. 


oY x firſt Days. ſearch was to nd PUr- 
ba the ſecond Day I met with,; her 
by Lins at an Apotherary' s, ſelling 

me ms bargain'd with her for, 4 

7 of Strawberries. and order'd het 
to follow me; coming into the Navy-Offices 
I found, the Coaſt eit. and proper for 
my Purpoſe. Good Woman ſaid I, yas; 
not you Rob'd ſome time ſince, of ſuch 2 
Sym of, Money, yes Sir; faid, the Woman, 
which has almoſt broke my Heart. 12: 5 


Tux Perſon that Rob'd, you. Haid 1. 
was my own Brother, and 1 Lam 
come to make you Satisfaction, heretis a 
couple of Guneas for you, take it, and 
b&more waighfoll for. the Future. Had To 


Fx HE Poor Woman was miginiiy ofer- 


jay'd, and: gaye me as many Bleſſings; as: 
no 0 doubt ſhe had ear Curſes. 


SOME 
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, SOME, time after this; I went to the 
Court end of the Town, to feel an op- 
portunity; but 1 found there was too 
much cunning to let a raw Rogue Bite 
them. Coming back into Ste. Pauls - 
Church Tard, | Rk notise of a Gentle- 
man that was purchaſing ſome Books; I 
Buſied my felf about, looking here and 
there, till I perceiv'd the Gentleman had 
Paid for them, and the Sum I well Re- 
member'd was Nine Pound Ten Shillings 
and Sixpence, at the fame Time ordering 
them to be ſent Home that Evening. 


iT HE. Oentleman went out; and 1 fol- 
lowed him cloſe at the Heels, till de went 
into 4 Houſe in Ferrey- Lane; then in- 
forui'd my ſelf of 2 Cobler, who liv'd in 
that Houſes began then to conſider the 
Gentleman vety. probably might not be 
Mafter of that Houſe; But I took this 
Method to clear my. Doubts. I went and 
knock'd boldly àt the Door. and the Pur- 
chaſer of the Books. open'd it himſelf; I 
ask d him if Mr. ſuch a one did not live 
there, yes Child reply'd the Gentleman, 
Jam the Perſoh 5 what is thy Buſineſs - 
Sir, ſaid I, I am Jaform'd you 7 occa- 
Hon for a Servant, which if you do, 1 
cin 
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can be very well Recommended. Not I 
Boy, return'd the Gentleman, ſomebody 
has miſinform'd thee, I ſeem'd to be very 
much concern'd, but did not care for 
ſtaying too Jong; ſo beg'd his Pardon 
for the Trouble I had given him, and took 
my Leave, 


I made what hafte I could to the Book- 
ſellers, and told him I came from ſuch a 
Gentleman's in Fetter-Lane, by the ſame 
Token he paid ſuch a Sum of Money for 
them. There was no ſcruple made of the 
Delivery; ſo I carry'd my Prize to Lin- 
colns-Inn Back- Gate, where I knew dwelt 
a Bogkſeller that us'd to lend Money on 
Books; I told him a Gentleman of Lin- 
colas Inn, deſir'd to have Eight Pounds on 
thoſe Books, for a Month; he look'd them 
over, but would lend no more than Six 
Pound. I told him that J would take 
that, and if the Perſon would not agree. 
I would return in half an Hour, and 
bring him the Money again; well do ſo 
then ſaid he, but Write your Name on a 
Paper, that I may put it in the Parcel when 
vou come or fend for them before the Time 
is expired. I'll make my Mark Sir, ſaid 
J. but J can't Write, What a Shame it is 
ſaid he, that ſuch a likely young Man as 
0 | | you 


7 
you are, ſhould be brought up in ſuch an 
ignorant Manner; I muſt own this Re- 


proach Stung me very much, and from 
that very Moment I intended to Learn. 


1 took my leave and went Home, and 
that very Evening apply'd my. ſelf to a 
Perſon, who agreed with me for Ten 


Pounds to learn me to Write and Read | 


in leſs than Six Months ; half the Money 
down, and half to be Paid at the end of 
the Time appointed; in that time I fol- 
low'd my Horn-book, Primmer, Teſta- 
ment and Bible ſo well, that I might have 
| ſet up for a Welch Parſon, or at leaſt a 


Parſon in Wales; and could Write a to- 
lerable Hand. 


As to my Calling in all that Time, it 


lay very much neglected, and I was of- 
ten chid by my Mother, for neglecting 
my Buſineſs. But I now began to think 
my {elf my own Maſter, and little Re- 
garded what ſhe faid to me ; beſides my 
Scholarſhip I thought had put me a Hole 
above Ohbadiah. However, I did not find 
my Learning would get me a Dinner, 
therefore was oblig'd to follow my Trade 
whether I would or no. 


COMING 
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ComtnGc Home one Night with a 


confiderable Booty, which I inteded to 
give the Major Part to my Mother, [ 


ſoon found ſhe was gone out with ſome 


Gentleman of the Staff, (no Reflection 
on the Bickerſtaffs, or the Vag ſtafft) but 
much againſt her Will it prov'd. It ſeems 
the had been a little too Buſy with a 
Gentleman's Gold Watch, and taking 
Time by the Forelock, ran away with it; 
but going to Diſpoſe of it, the Gold- 
ſmith ſuſpecting her, ſecured her; put an 
Advert iſemeut in the News Papers, and 
the right Owner ſoon prov'd it down right 
Thieving. 5 


- My poor Mother was oblig'd to ſee 

what Houſe-keeping they kept at the Te- 
nement where I was got; And the enſu- 
ing Seſſions ſne was advis' d to lay aſide all 


Thoughts of this World, and look a 


Squint on the next. She beg'd their Par- 


don, and told them Civily ſhe had no 


4 


Thoughts that Way; but for all that, 


they took an Occaſion to carry her to St. 


Tyburn, where ſhe made a very comfort- 


able End. 


1 was 


2 (a5) 


; 1 was now left to my ſelf, but I ſoon - 
got into a very good new acquaintance; @ 

vis. Thieves, Highwaymen, Shoplifters, 

Houſe- breakers and Streer-Robbers : ; andin #1 
ſhorc, got every way a very good 1 — 
tion among them. I was advisd with, 
every important Affair; and my dice. | 
as well as an helping Hand, generally f 
prov'd Succefsfull, which brought me 17 
much Money, as well as Reputation; for | 
I hated Idleneſs, and I ever thought upon, | 1h 
that old Saying, the Waging Hand gets 4 1 
Penny. 1 


B v this time, like other Faſhienable 
Gentlemen of this Age; I began to keep, 
and one or other, I, had the clever'ſt 
Mauks in Town, a Mort that underſtood 
the Lay as well as any that ever went up 

Holborn-Hill, and when ever I found Bu- 
ſineſs ſlack, it was but turning Madam 
out, and ſhe was ſhure to bring kome 
ſomething or other that was pretty. We. 
liv'd together happily ſeveral Years, and 
went on Comfortably in our Buſineſs 


without Moleſtation. 

Bur one Summer in Particular, x 
found Trading very. bad in Town, for, 
| "0 * all 
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all the World had followed the Queen to 
the Bath. I had as good an Inclination 
to go as the reſt of them, but the Cole 
was not in Clie; but Madam inform'd 
me, if I would be conformable, ſhe did 
not fear ſupplying me; I gave her my 
Word I would. Why then ſaid ſhe, 
there's an old Rich Quaker, a Banker in 
the City, has offer d me Mountains, if 
Ill grant him the Favour, but my Ho- 
neſty and Honour, with the diſlike of his 
Perſon won't let me comply. But with 
your leave Fl ſeem to Conſent, and 1 
warrant we'll prove too hard for the Spi- 


rit, and make his Purſe pay for the Sins 


of the Fleſh: I gave my Conſent, and 
matters were ſo well order'd, that a Meet- 
ing was agreed on for the ſucceeding Day; 
ſhe let him know that her Husband (mean- 
ing my Worſhip, who by the by, had 
never troubled the Parſon) was out of 
Town, and his Barbarity bad made her 


ſhake off all the ties of Duty; therefore 


ſhe would comply on theſe Conditions; 
Fifty Pound and all Secrecy, but the laſt 


Inſinuation might have been left out; his 


Hi pocriſiy was ſufficient to make him 
Secret. Accordingly he came punctual 
2 his Time, as generally Whoremaſters 
Oe: | 

_ A good 


0 wad 


A good "WT was WEE Y and 
Wine in abundance, and my Mort had 
by my Advice, put a ſmall Doſe of Opi- . 
um into a particular Bottle, which the 
Maid (who was let into the Secret ,) took 
care to py the Quaker with; till at laſt 
Maugre his violent Love; he fell faſt 
aſeep in his Chair; upon this; I came in 
and tryd to Wake him, but to no pur- 
poſe; however, I turn'd Valet for once; 
Strip d him of all his Cloaths, and put ( 
him to Bed that he might not catch Cold. | 


I examined his Cloths, and found a 
Gold Watch, Seventy Guineas in Money, 
and a Bank Note of Ei ghty- five Pound, 
which I went that Moment and Receiv' d 0 
at his own Shop: When this was done, 
I order'd my Madam to tell him when he ö 
4 Wak'd, that I had come Home unexpect- 
1 edly, found em in Bed t ogether, lock'd 

'em in, and was gone for Officers to ſe⸗ 

cure him. 


IWAITE p, till he wak'd, * the 
next Room, but had much to do to con- 
tain my ſelf from Laughing at his Man- 
| ner of expreſſing his Fright, when he un- ' 

| derſtood what a Condition he was in. I | 
5196. D 2 went 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


it would be the Death of him. 


WES 


went ſoftly down Stairs, and ſtay'd ſome 


Time. I then ran up again, with ſome 
of my Accomplices, and a brace of Pi- 
ſtols in my Hand. When I enter'd the 
Chamber, the Spirit ſo much overcame 
him at the Sight of me, that he fell down 
into a Swoon. The Condition he was in 
could hardly reſtrain me from Laughter; 
for I had ſecur'd his Cloarhs, and to pre- 
vent his catching Cold, he bad pinn'd a 
Blanket round him, and put an old Suit 
of my Madam's Headcloaths 'on, inſtead 
of his Perriwig. * | | 


WHE N we had brought him to Life, 
he ſeem'd to have loſt his Underſtanding 
with his Fright ; for he utter'd nothing 
but incoherent Speeches. However, 1 
ſtorm'd ſo much about his Ears, that 


ſeem'd to waken a ſmall Part of his Sen- 
ſes. He fell down upon his Knees, and 


told me, 1 ſhould have all he had in his 
Pockets, if I would mitigate my Rage, 
and not let his Diſgrace be publiſh'd;; for 


ILE I him know that his Offers was 
nothing more than what I had in my 
Power already; and at the ſame Time 
made a Sign to my pretended Conſtable to 
REN WSN > 7-170” 3.0 
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Seize him; which he ſeeing, we came to 


other Terms, He gave me a promiſſary 
Note, on Demand. for fifty Pounds; 


with which he ſeem'd ſatisfy'd; and diſ- 


miſs'd him, without havig one Fayour for 
his Money: Which I muſt own was a lit- 
tle Barbarons. The next Day I ſent a 
Perſon with the Note, and the Money 
was paid without any Heſitation. 


IN a few Days after this Affair, I 
bir'd a Chariot and Six, with ſeveral of 
my Accomplices for Servants, and took 
upon me the Title of Fohn —— Eſq; In 


my Journey, Icompos'd a ſhort Canting 


Vocabulary, for I hated Idleneſs: This 
Language is ſpoke generally among Gen- 
tlemen ColleQors of the Highway, and in 
moſt Branches of ahoſe Perfons born un- 
der Mercury. Fs: - | 


AND I ſhall give this by way of Ad- 
vice before I begin, whenever any Per- 


' ſon hears ſuch a Language, Speech, or 


Cant; or what you pleaſe to call it, let 
them take Care of the Speaker ; for they 
may depend on't they are certainly of the 
Nimming Clan, and therefore te be a- 
A 


o 


THE 
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THE 


Canting Language, G&c, 


A 


Bram, Naked. 
Abram Cove, a poor Houſe. 
Antem, 4 Churcb. 
Aptem Mort, a Wife of the Left Hand. 


_ * 
— 


Ba Cheat, 2 | Sheep. 

Belly Cheat, Apron. 
Betty, a Picklock. 
Boman-Prig, a cleaver Thi ef. 
Bouſe, Drink. 
Bouſeing-Ken, Alebouſe. 
Bongy, Drank. 

Bien Whids, good Words. 
Bing, Go. *' 

Bing, Avaſt, Go quick. 
Bube, Pox. . 

Buff, Dog. 

Bubble Puff, Bailiff. 


$2 þ 


C. 


Ou a Man. flice of 5 
uffin Queere, Fuftice eace. 
Cram > > gs, Walle 
Collar the Cole, Lay hold on the Money. 
Couch a Porker, Co to Bed. 
Cole, Money. | 
Comiſſion, a Shirt. 
Cut Queer Whids, 70 Scold. 
Cacklers, Poultry. 
Cly the erk, to be whipt. 
Clapper vdgeon, a Beggar aan 
Clie, a Pocket. 
Cull, a Silly Fellow. 
Chive, a Knife. 


Diddle, Geneva. 
Dads, an old Man. 
Darbies, Iron. 
Duds, Cloaths. 
Doxie, Whore. 
Darkman, I: atchman. 
Dock, to cut. 


. | Elf, little. 
g Earneſt, Share. 
E“ves, H*n-Roofts. 
Filch, Steal. 


li $11.21 | „ Pam, 


Famms, Hands. 
Famble, Ring. 
Flag, a Great, 
Fib, to beat. 
Fog, Smoak. 
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Fencer, Receiver of ſtolen Goods. 


G. 
Glim, Light. 
Gage, Exciſeman. 
Grunt, a Hog. 
Gilt, a Pick-lock. 
Grub, Provender. 

H. 


Harmenbeck, Conſtable. 
Hum, Strong. 
Hankins, Brecches. 
Hic, Booby. 

Hog, a Shilling. 


Joſeph, Cloak. 
Jarke, a Seal 
Jem, Ring. 
Jet, Lawyer. 
K. a \ 


Kick, Sixpence. 
Kit, Dancing-Maſier. 


Kin 


N 


Foppe, Piftols, 


Kin, a Thief, 


Lap, 8 
Leake, Welſhman. 
Latch, let in. 


Mill, zo Beat. 


Miſh, a Smock. 


Make, Halfpenny. 
Muns, the Face. 
Mauks, a Whore. 
Mundungus, ſad Stuff. 


N. 


Nab, 2 Hat. | 


Nimming, ſtealing. 
Nip, to bite. 
Nap, an Arreſt. 


Nan, a Maid of the Houſe. 


O. 


Ol Chives, Bone banaled K _ 


Otter, 4 Sailor. 
P. 


_ 


7 * 
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Prancets, 
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Prancers, Horſes. 

Peak, Lace. | 

Peter, Portmantua. 

Plant the Whids, tate Care what you ſay. 


R. 


Rubbs, hard Shifts. 
Rumbo Ken, Pawn-Brokers. 
Rum Mort, fine Woman. 


8. 


Stampers, Boots. 
Scour, get off. 

Scum, I have enough. 
Snafflers, Highwaymen. 
Snip, a Cheat. 

Snap, I take you. 
Snout, a Hog ſbead. 
Snivel, one in Diſtreſs. 
Snic, to cut. 

Smeer, a Painter. 
Smable, taken. 


T. 


'Tout, take heed. 

Tip, give. = 

Tap, Knocker.of a Door. 

Trine, Gallows or Tyburn. 

Tit, a Horſe. 

Tripe, the Belly. — 

Tie, Truft, gs 
Tattle, 


_ 


Zad, crooked. © 
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Tattle, Watch. 
Tom Pat, a Parſon. 


* W. 


Win, @ Pemy. 


Web, Cloth. _ 
Wibble, /ad Drink. 
Wobble, zo boil. 


YL. 
Yarm, Milk. 
Yeſt, à Day ago. 
Yelp, a Cryer. 
Yam, to ear. | 

* 

Zouch, an ungenteel Man. 
Znees, Froſt. | | 

&c. 
&c. a Bookſeller. 


WHEN we came within five Miles of 
Bath, where we din'd, an Adventure 12 1 
pen'd to my Advantage, which was fi- 
niſt'd without my Knowledge. 


E 2 IN 
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IN the ſame Inn was a Chariot, that 
had a Portmantuà behind it, which my 
Attendance obſerving, thought it would 
look as well behind mine; and one of 
my Brother Rogues being formerly 3. 
Horſe-Courſer, I imagin'd 1t wou'd be tog 
great a Luggage for the Gentleman's 
Horſes; for he was bound to London, out 
of Humanity eas'd 'em of the Load. 


WHEN they had finiſh'd the Affair, 
T was inform'd of their Adventure; there- 
fore I thought it highly neceſſary o make 
but a ſhort Stay there, So, while tlie o- 
ther Company was at Dinner, we ſet on 
our Journey, and arriv'd at Bath in two 
Hours, 33 


9 \- 
p e 


I okDER'D the Portmantua into my 
Bed- Chamber, where my Impatience 
wou'd not reſt till I had examin'd the 


Contents, therefore was forc'd to commit 


Burglary on the Locks. I thought the 
Booty was but indifferent, and hardly 
worth the Carriage, when I found nothing: 
but one Suit of Cloaths, half a Dozen 
Shirts, and a couple of Rings: But exa- 


mining the Fobs of the Breeches, I found 


2 Bank Note of fix hundred and thirty 
> Pounds, 


Pounds, I did not let my Company into 
that Affair, only told em of the ,other- 

Things, which I gave among em, on 

| Condition Care ſhould be taken they were 
not expos'd in Bath, which Direction was 
follow'd, and a Bonfire made, of the Port- 


7 mantua in my Room, for fear it might be 
a Means of a Diſcovery by ſome Acci- 
dent. ; 8 : 1 7 | 4 — * 2 4 } ILL _—_— 


I ToL p my Attendance 1 had com- 
mitted a very great Overſight, and left 
the major Part of the Money in my Scru- 
tore, which was to be the Auxilliaries of 
our Expedition, and was reſolv'd to take 

Poſt that very Evening: But my Intent was 
to get to Town to ſecure my Bank Note. 


TE next Morning 1 had the Satisfac- 
tion of paſſing by the Chariot that ſhould 
have had the Portmantua behind it: I ob. 
ſerv'd a Gentleman and Lady in it that 
laugh'd ſo loud, as if they knew nothing 
of their Loſs, -which, I am apt to believe, 
they did not; for it's poſſible the Servante, 
who rode on Horſeback, did not care to 
let their Maſter know his Loſs till they 
arrived in Town; neither was it impoſſi- 

ble but eyen themſelves might not have 
55 found 
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found it out, for the Servants of great 
Men are generally careleſs enough. 


I 6oT ſnug to Town the ſame Day, 
receivd the Money, and return'd, and 
was pleas d to meet the ſame Chariot ; 
within fifteen Miles of London. But I had 
got upon a damn'd Horſe, ſomething like 
the Quaker's that had but two Faults ; the 
firſt was, that he was very difficult to be 
Tad: and when ob dee not worth one 


for the Bath Coach; "aetijch, by _ 


Fortune, came, and Juſt Room for my 
Worſhip. | 


THERE Was a Sea n in the 
Vehicle that told ſo many Lies, that he 
abus'd even the Privilege of Travelle rs, 
and ſhock'd me ſo very much, that 1 had 
not a Word to ſay for m ſelf, for I hate, 
a Lyar as I hate a Thief. He let us un- 
derſtand that he had a great deal of Money 
about him, yet hid ſo cunningly, he de- 
fy'd the Devil to find it out. | 


THhrs Speech alarm'd 'me, and put 
me on my Mettle to be even with the Cap- 
tain, 
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tain, for he had gone his Game with me 
very much upon my Taciturnity. : 

:. I wATCH'D him very narrowly, but 
was never the wiſer till Night, when 
looking thro a Chink of the Door, I ob- 
ſerv'd he put his Boots under his Head. 
J then concluded there his Treaſure was 
ſecured. But how to get them was the 
Difficulty. I plagued ' my Brain a great 
while, e'er I could find one Project that 
ſeem'd to favour my Deſign. I neither 
cou'd nor wou'd once think of Reſt, but 
walk' d ſoftly about my Chamber, paſ- 
ſing ſeveral i Hours, and, at laſt, jump'd 
to try the following Experiment, 


IN the Inn was two Carts loaded with 
Hay; I clapt a Bit of Candle in my Shoe, 
and went down Stairs: I always carry'd 
a2 Tinder-Box in my Pocket, and in the 

Neceſſary-Houſe I ſtruck a Light, and 
maugre the many People in the Yard, 

(for it was Day- break) thruſt it among 

the Hay, unpereeiv'd by any one, and 
got cleanly into my Room again, waiting 
the Event with as much Eagerneſs as a 
Bailiff does the bolting out of a poor 
Debtor, when he has a Warrant againſt 

| IN 


[6]. N 


IN 2 Mile time; 1 Way" | "{Aatea 
bans the Noiſe of Fire! Fire ! which was 


pleaſing to my Ears, as the Sight of 


| Englond is to the Eyes of 2 Vase after a 
long a, | | 


My Curkabad v was 5 * mY felt 4- 


larm'd at the Cry, and ran down half na- 


ked. He was no ſooner out, but I was in, 

ſeiz d hold of the precious Boots, and was 
down almoft as ſoon as he. The Boots I 
had hid under my Gown; and when I had 
cautiouſly buſtled about; and taken Care 
to ſhew. my felf, retir'd'to the Neceſſary- 
Houſe, where, with my Knife, I cut the 
Boots to Pieces, and found the Money 

[lodged in the Heek. which Was 'made 
A on man 2 18 5 


1 pip wor to fer if. Mone 
was good, only aan it to the Tale of 
my Shirr, > et thi Boots into the Houſe 
of Office, and came among the Crowd, 
who had prevented the Fire's able bead, 
by ſmothering it with Blankers, which 5 
had taken 0 "of the Beds. 


So uE Be”) the Hay was „ Erd ah 


1 tho' we K no Thunder yet; 


othets 


ning to hear the miſſing o 
in a little” time 1 Heard the 
out ſtrangely, ” Boots t 0 "Boots! ob 25 


thoſe that fetch'd the — to quench 


T 1 


biber i it took Fire of it ſelf! + 48 "i 
wou'd * ometimes do after Rain in hot 


Weather. I cou, 4 have e 11 
Myſtery, b WAS ar foly' 4 n pot e 


them as wil e as my [ lf. FF. ; 71 by 2 01 


Fer the Ci ptair{ go up firſt out of 
. But I was cloſe at his 
Heels, and got into my own Room, liſt- 

FH the footy” But 


aptain cry 


Boote 4 wn 

By this time T 1 bad got my J tabs . on 
and was going down Stairs juſt as the 
Captain came running out of his Room, in 
bis Paſſion, calling for his Boots, Sir, (taid 
I) don't be i in ſuch a Paſſion about your 
rd] the Hoſtler will bring them pre- 


. Bolt Zounds, don't tell me of the 


r cry'd the Captain my Boots are 
prong from under my Head, with two 
hundred Guineas. ö 


TRE Houſe was fbott 14 and ag 
much Noiſe wade about the Boots, as As 
bout the Fire, The Ca ptain ſwore the 
Houſe ſhou'd make 8004 his Loſs, and 


the 
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the Fire had ſtol'n his Boots, which was 7 

fix'd upon the Chamberlain. In ſhort, 

the Coach was dy, and no Boots, and 
or 


the Captain was gavIng the whole 
Houſe "before the . Juſtice. He ſtaid fo 
long about it, that the Paſſepgers, as well 


as the Coachman, were for going Fithput 
him. 


ON E of With was for making. up 1 
Captain s Fare to the Coachman, which, 
at laſt, was agreed among us all. And | 
the poor Captain was left to wrangle it 
out with the People of the Houſe. And 
a Week afterwards I ſaw him at Bath; 
where he inform'd me the Juſtice was bs 
great a R--gue as the Inn-keeper and his 
Servants, for as the Boots were not given 
to the care of any Body, the Juſtice ſaid 
no one was oblig'd to anſwer for them. 


Ou Succeſs did not anſwer the Ex- 
pectation of my Attendance; for, to ſpeak 
the Truth, I was unwilling to dabble too 
much, conſidering how dangerouſly I had 
dipt already. We pick'd up a bare Li- 
ving, and that was all. 80 near the End 
of the Seaſon I ſent my Retinue home, 

out of Humour, you may be ſure, at their 
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I 
ill Succeſs, and ſome hard Reflections on 
my own Perſon. . 


I INTENDED to take a Tour round 
the Country alone, reſolving to attempt 
nothing, unleſs it came fairly in my Way, 
and I could not get over it. 


y firſt Journey was to Briſtol, where 

being to ſee a Play, I met with ſome 
Company that prov'd to be Sharpers; for, 
after Supper, we fell to Gaming, and I 
was ſtrip'd of my laſt Guinea of twenty, 
for I had ſent the reſt of my Money home 


in my Trunk by the Carrier. 


I was an utter Stranger in the Coun- 
try, therefore my Loſs ſomething troubled 
me, and I was obliged to fell my Piſtols 
to get my Horſe. out of the Stable, and 
was obliged to mount with only fourteen 
Pence in my Pocket. I rode penſively 
along, curſing Gaming, and the Inventors 
of them ; but my Curſes did me no good. 
rode near twenty Miles before I thought 
how I ſhould get Money to carry me and 
my Horſe home; and I believe the poor 
Beaſt ſtood in as much need of a Dinner 
as my ſelf, and fourteen Pence would go 
but little way. 
_ | F 2 I aT 
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1 Ax lat invented this dichten 
(Firſt, taking à ſmall Refreſhment, which 
conſum'd my whole Stack) juſt before. it 
was Dusk, in a convenient Place, I got 
off my Horſe, pull'd off my Breeches, and 
threw them away; mounted, and rode in · 
to one of the noted Inns in Taunton; gave 
the Hoſtler my, Horſe, and calld for a 
Room, my Great Coat preventing my 


N * 


bare Back- ſide from being ſeen. 


As ſoon as I had got into my Room 
where I was to lye, 1 beſpoke a hand- 
ſome Supper, and drank plentifully with 
my Landlord, who I had reſolv'd ſhould 
pay the Reckoning, I went to Bed, and 

ſlept ſoundly, without dreaming how I 
ſhould get another Pair of Breeches. 
When I got up in the Morning, I began 
to make as much Noiſe for my Breeches, 
as the Captain had formerly done- for his 
Boots. Zounds !- ſaid I! Where's my 
Breeches > Where's my Breeches 2 I ſoon 
made the whole Houſe know the Loſs, of 
my Breeches. „ | 


THz all ſeew'd very much amaz d, 
as well they might, eſpecially my good 
Landlord, Sir, ſaid he, axe you ſure 

x | | | you 
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you have loſt them? Loſt! I cry'd, in, 
a Paſſion, I don't know, but they are not 
to be found. | a 

A $TRICT Search was made to no 
Purpoſe; and the Landlord ſcratched his 
Head, asking me once more if I was ſure 
had loſt them. Why, and be Pox'd, t'ye, 

ſaid I, can't you ſee if I have any on? 
Do you imagine I came here without 
Breeches? No, Sir, reply'd the Landlord, 
but its very odd. The poor Chamberlain 
was ſuſpected here too, who by Chance 
was but a new Comer. 5 


IN ſhort, I made ſuch a Stir, that my 
Landlord began to capitulate, defiring to 
make it up, that it might not prejudice his 
Houſe. S'blood, faid I, don't tell me of 
your Houſe ; What muſt I do for my, 
Breeches and my Money? As for my. 
Watch, it was but an indifferent one, and 
the Loſs I don't Value. Pray, Sir, faid, 
the Landlord, what Money had you in. 
your Breeches? Nay, no great Sum, ſaid 
I, only five Guineas and ſame Silver. 
Why, you know, ſaid the Landlord, its 
very hard upon me; therefore I hope 
three Guineas, and a Pair of Breeches of 
mine, with your Reckoning, will fatisfie 

| | you, 
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you, for the Rogue of a Chamberlain will 
confeſs nothing ; and tho' I am convinc'd 
he muſt have taken your Breeches,. yet 
PII turn him away without any Puniſh- 
ment of the Law, or any Buſtle about it, 
for fear the Story making a Noiſe, may 
prejudice my Houſe; therefore I hope 


| you'll be ſo good not to mention this Sto- 


ry. Upon your Account, ſaid I, I ſhall 
hold my Tongue, tho* I am a Sufferer. 


WIEN I arriv'd at London, I was ve- 
ry much applauded by my Aﬀeociates ; but 
I conſider'd that Praiſes ſeldom fill'd the 
Belly, or the Purſe. I found my Left- 
handed Wife grew ſo pert upon her being 
fo ſerviceable to me, that I had ſeldom a 
quiet Hour. Nothing wou'd ſerve her 
but Marriage ; and tho' I told her it was 
unreaſonable for a Man to buy the Fruit 
after he had robb'd the Orchard, ſhe wou'd 
hear of nothing but Matrimony, a. Wed- 


ding Ring, and the Prieſt, She ſaid we 


had Money enough - now to live hand- 
ſomely and honeſt, without venturing our 
Necks and Reputation : And when I told 
her the Prieſt had no Buſineſs with us 
but at the Cart, and no other Ring ought 
to be Thought of but that under the Left 


Far, ſhe proteſted ſhe wou'd. peach, if I 


did 
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did not marry her in a Fortnight ; whicli 
ſtartled me ſo very much, that I gave her 
my Promiſe to comply with her in that 
time, tho' I had no ſuch Intention. 


„Ar Ew Days after this, I laid my 
Fingers upon a Bank Note of a Perſon's 
counterfeiting; and ſending my Mauks 
to receive the Cole, ſhe was ſtop'd, and the 


ſame Day we had both the Fortune to vi- 
fit Newgate. 18 „ i 


As I had Money at Command, we had 
a handſome Room allow'd us, and very 


comfortably lay together. My Gentle- 


woman. ſtill dun'd me in my Ears about 
the Wedlock Affair, and told me more- 
over, if I did not finiſh the Jobb, before 
the Tryal, ſhe wou'd take Care Tyburn 
ſhou'd be my Wife: And tho' perhaps 
many a good Man would hang himſelf to 
be rid of his Wedlock, if his Thoughts of 
another World did not prevent it, yet I 
thought it the beſt way to marry her, and 
take of her Evidence, Which I perform'd 


in Newgate, with the Aſſiſtance of one of 
the Keepers, 


WEN our Tryal came on, we got 
clear with a wet Finger, as the Folks ſay. 
* 1 


But my Wife got ſuch a violent Diſtemper 
min the Priſon; that our Wedlock Bonds 
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were broke in Jefs than a Qua 
Lear. * K 510 


rom her Death-bed; ſhe” ſpoke fo | 
movingly of the Life we had led, that m 


rter of a 


* 


_ Confcience received ſeveral Wounds, whic 


were never hea ld till I entirely left off my 
vile Courſes; and tho* my Goods were 
ill got, yet Heaven proſper d me in an ho- 
neſt Undertaking; and it has been the 


Buſineſs of my Life for upwards of twen- 


Years, as near as Icould, to make Re- 
itution for all my Rogueries. I now 
live honeſtly, and thank Heaven that has 
put me above Want. en 


F $H:A-LL now proceed to what F have 
promis'd in my”. Title, and 1 hope what ! 
ſhall lay doun may prove of Uſe to my 
Country. But I hope my Readers won't 
take it ill if I fay, before I begin, that 


the Beg gart Opera, in my Opinion, has 


been of Prejudice to the Publick. Roguery 
there is ſet in ſuch an amiable Eight, that 
vulgar Minds are dazzled with it; and the 


Author, I think, is puniſhable for not 


puniſhing the Perſons: in His Drama ac- | 
cording to their Deſert. I. think the 
195 beta 
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Porta Licentia very much abuſed, and, 
like a bad Stateſman, has run too great a 
Lengt n. | 


Street Robberies Con ſider d. 


SHALL Confider conſiſely in the en- 
ſuing Pages, what Methods in my 
Judgment, and Experience in the Facts 
themſelves; how to prevent this prefent 
Peſt of Streer-Robbers, in the Capital of 
the Kingdom: At preſent a Man is not 
fafe in going about his neceſſary Affairs, 
even in the Day Time, for ſeveral Rob- 
beries have been Committed in the face of 
the Sun; and tho Numbers have been 
taken off every Seſſions, yet theſe Mercu- 


rial Gentlemen rather Inereaſe than Di- 
miniſh, 


Bu r firſt let us Conſider in all Proba- 
bility; the Actors in theſe Scenes of Ro- 
guery, and I hope the Honeſt part of the 
Soldiery will forgive me, if I think we 
have many Incorporated in their Compa- 
nies as fit for the Tripple Tree, as any 
that have Grac'd that Structure a great 
while, Theſe are my Reaſons for ſuſ- 
pecting them; ſome of them (God forbid 
A G I ſhould 
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I ſhould ſay all) are known to be both 
Idle, and Lazy, having no Employment 
to follow, their Time hangs upon their 
Hands; and as Ignorance is ſaid to be the 
Mother of Devotion, ſo Idleneſs may be 
more juſtly ſaid to be the Mother of Miſ- 
chief, and their Morals are generally of 
too little Strength to hinder them in their 
evil Actions. | 


ONE way to prevent this growing E- 
vil, is for every Soldier to be quarter'd 
in ſome Publick Houſe of Entertainment, 
and not to receive the Money from thoſe 
Houſes to provide them a Lodging elſe- 
where, which is their conſtant Cuſtom. 
Their Landlords then might have an Eye 
upon their Actions, and by coming Home 
at their uſual Hour of retiring, there could 
be no Suſpicion laid upon them: For thoſe 
who have Families, their Numbers, I be- 
lieve are ſo. ſmall, that the Serjeant and 
Corporal of each Company might, with a 
little Care, give a good Acoount of them. 
Their Pay is ſomething better than it has 
been, therefore, with frugal Management, 
they may ſupport themſelves, without 


following ill Courſes, or running. in- 
Debt, | 


Ex- 
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 ENnqQuiky ought to be made con- 
cerning thoſe that go better dreſs'd than 
their Stations will admit; for a Soldier's 
Pay will hardly allow them to wear Silver 
handled Sword, ruffled Shirts, and tie 
Wigs. You ſeldom meet a Soldier in the 
Street without a Female Companion, 
whoſe Underſtandings and Morals are ge- 
nerally of an equal Size; and, in my 
Opinion, the Vices of Drinking and 
Whoring are not all they are guilty of. 


LET him take the Cap that thinks it 
fits his Head; I intend no Harm to any 
one, if every Body will reform one, as [ 
have done, Newgate would prove a Place 
ill inhabited, and the Keepers would be 
oblig'd to ſeek ſome other Employment, 


I MusT confeſs, the Soldiers have 
too often Criminal Means of getting ma- 
ny Things far above their Station, with- 
out incurring the Law, Thanks to ſome + 
Female Profligates. However, thoſe Cor- 
reſpondancies out to be enquir'd into, for, 
beſides their being Couſin Germans to the 
Crimes 1 am treating of, many unfore- 
ſeen Evils ariſe as hurtful as the other. 


„ I HAD 
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I HAD once the Curioſity to ask a 
Soldier, that was ſmartly dreſs'd, one that 
1 had ſome Knowledge of, Whether he 
had any Trade? If you'll give me your 
Reaſon for asking the Queſtion, reply'd 
the Fellow, Fll anſwer you. Becauſe, 
ſaid I, I am aſſur'd, your Pay will not 
afford you ſuch Apparel, Why, to be 
frank with you, return'd the Spark, ſuch 
a Woman, naming one I knew, gives me 
a Penſion to do her Drudgery. If thoſe 

abandon'd Females would but confider 
theſe Fellows have not Honour enough to 
conceal their Shame, ſure they would 
have a little more Regard for their Fame, 


ON E thing that increaſes the Number 
of our Town Thieves, is to ſee the Cri- 
minals go to Execution as neat and trim, 
as if they were golng to a Wedding. 
G--d D--mn, ſays one Rogue to another, 
Fack Such-a-one made a clever Figure 
when he went to Tyburn thr other Day, 
and died bravely, hard, like a Cock. 


IN my Opinion Criminals, after Con- 
demnation, ſhould mind nothing but the 
Care of their Souls, and put in Places 
where they may feel ns ps" 1 

on t 


(53) 

don't mean in filthy Plaees, and to be 
tortur'd, I mean in Places where the Day 
ſhould never peep in, nor no Light but a 
gloomy Lamp : No Perſons to come near 
them, but thoſe that had immediate Bu- 
ſineſs, and thoſe not to ſtay. But, inſtead 
of that, I have known poor Wretches that 
have not ſeen a ſober Moment from the 


Time of their Sentence to the Day of their 
Execution. | 


In Spain and Portugal all Criminals 
are dreſs'd like Inhabitants of the Infernal 
Regions when they are carry'd to Execu- 
tion, no Matter what their Crimes have 
been: Which produces in the Minds of 
the Spectators a Horror ſuitable to the 
Occaſion, and perhaps may be a chief 
Reaſon why they have ſuch a ſmall Num- 
ber of Criminals, eſpecially Thieves. 


I KNow I ſhall be tax'd with Barba- 
rity, when I ſay, in my Opinion, our 
Puniſhments are too mild. Hanging is 
the only Execution for Crimes of the 
blackeſt Dye for Male Criminals, which 
are certainly the greateſt Number. | 


TRAYTORS, it's true, are quarter'd, 
and Women are burnt for Coining and 
| | Murder, 


(54) 


Murder, but they are ſtrangled firſt, which 
is but reaſonable in the firſt Crime, tho a 
very pernicious one, But in the Caſe of 
Murder, both Male and Female ſhould be 
burnt alive. The Fear of ſuch dreadfut 
Puniſhments would corre& the vicious 
Minds, and make them leſs Criminal, in 
ſpight of themſelves. But to go on. 


ANOTHER ſort of People we may 
very reaſonably ſuſpe& to have a Charac- 
ter in this Scene of Roguery, are thoſe 
that have no viſible Means of a Liveli- 
hood ; I ſhall take the Confidence to put 
down Gameſters among this ſort of Cattle, 
tho* they may prove a more polite ſort of 
Robbers, and, in ſome reſpects, more 
hurtful than thoſe we are treating of; for 
though indeed they do not put Perſons' in 
fear of their Lives, yet they too often 
make their Victims incapable of ſupporting 
Life, by ruining their whole Fortunes 
at once, which too frequently drives them 
to commence Thieves for 2 dangerous and 
precarious Livelihood. But this is a Vice 
too many People of Condition enter into, 
which I could heartily wiſh were other- 
wife: And, in my Opinion, thoſe that 
have Fortunes above want, are more to 
blame than thoſe that, thro' the . 8 
| 0 
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of Education, a habitual Idleneſs, or Ne- 


ceſſity, have taken up the pernicious 
Vice. 


Wr have many Inſtances, even in the 
Rank of Quality, whoſe Fortunes have 
been ruin'd by it. What a prodigious 
thing It is, that a caſt of a Die, or the 
turn of a Card, ſhall give another Man a. 
Title to his Neighbour's Eſtate ! Nay, I 
have known ſome Men of Honour that 
have loſt great Sums upon Tick; and, 
tho* the Law is againſt it, have paid it 
punctually, when their Shoemaker, Tay- 
lor, and many other lawful Debtors, muſt 
come forty times for their Money, and 
be reckon'd 1inpertinent to demand it. 


I MUST own, when Gaming is kept 
within the Bounds of an innocent Diver. 
fion, for Recreation, and to unbend the 
Mind, and does not come up to Coveteouſ- 
neſs or Paſſion, no. one can call it a Crime. 
Yet I have known People to fit down to 
Cards and Dice with deſign only to divert 
themſelves, have, by their ill Fortune, 
forgot their firſt Intentions, and plung'd 
themſelves into a Sea of Paſſions that has 
drowned their Reaſon, which has ended 
with Sorrow, Repentance, Ny 

On- 
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Contempt. And, in my Mind, when a 
Man has arriv'd to the Title of a Game. 
ſter, he ſhould'be ſhun'd like one that had 
the Plague, a Perjurer, or a Sodomite. 


I HAVE heard a Story of a young 
Gentleman that was juſt come to a plenti- 
ful Eſtate, who came out of the Country 
to take the Diverſions of the Town. 
Theſe ſort of Gentlemen ſoon draw the 
Flies about them, in hopes to ſuck their 
Nouriſhment from them. An old Shar- 
per, that, from being ruin'd by Gaming, 
had after made a Trade of it; had inſinua- 
ted himſelf into the Acquaintance of this 
Gentleman, in order to fleece him. He 
introduc'd him among a Gang of the Fra- 
ternity, and extol'd their genteel way of 
living up to the Skies. There, Sir, ſaid 
he, obſerve ſuch and ſuch a Perſon, what 
Figures they make, and all without pay- 
ing Taxes, or Pariſh Duties. They never 
concern themſelves with War or Peace, 
Whig or Tory, who's out, or who's in, 
but ever lead this Life with Pleaſure and 
Satisfaction. | | 


| THE young Gentleman, who happen'd | 
to be wiſer than he could have. wiſhd, 
+ ſmartly reply'd to him. You have taken 
ome 


— 


— — 


— — 
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ſome Pains (ſaid he) to deſcribe theſe 
Gentlemen, and their Fortunes, It is 

true I ſee, they go well dreſs'd, and ſeem 
to want nothing. Theſe, you ſay, have 
thriv'd by Gaming; but, good Sir, 1 be- 
heve if you could ſhew me thoſe that have 
been undone. by it, I believe the Army 
would be ſo large, that you would hardly 


find General Officers among the Fortunate 
to ſtand at tlie Head of them. 


TRI Ss Anſwer, gave the Sharper. no 
Hopes of ſucceeding, therefore he left him 
off for an incorrigible Fellow, that would 
not be rul'd for bis own Good. 


IT ux never enough to be admir'd the 
Lord Hall:fax ſays, in his Advice to his 
Daughter, if I am not miſtaken, ſome- 
thing on this Head, which I ſhall give you 
in his own Words. and then take Leave 
of this.Branch of Thieves. 


& To Play ſometimes to entertain 
© company, or to divert your ſelf, is not 
* to;;be diſallow'd ; but to do it fo often 
* 25 to be call'd a Gameſter, is to be a- 
* voided next to the Things that are 
© moſt Criminal. It has Conſequences of 
« ſeveral Kinds not to be endur'd. It 

H * will 


Md 


| 
| 


will engage into a Habits of Idleneſs, 
* and ill Hours; draw you into ill mix'd 
Company, make you neglect your Ci- 


« vilities Abroad, and your Buſineſs at 
Home, and impoſe into your Acquain- 


** tance, ſuch as will do you no. Credit, 
* Tf Men play deep, it will tempt the 
© World to ask ſpiteful Queſtions, and 
make ſevere Reflections. And if the 
© Ladies could ſee their own Faces upon 


Dan ill Game, at a deep Stake, they 


„ would.certainly forbear any thing that 
“could put their Looks under ſuch vaſt 
s* Diſadvantages.” | Modes” 


IT is ſome of theſe unhappy Gen- 
tlemen, I fear, that increaſe the Num- 
ber of our Robberies. But ſhewing an 
Evil without propoſing ſome Cure, will 


be of little uſe. It ought to be the Buſi- 


neſs of the Wardens of every Pariſh to 
inſpe& into the Characters of thoſe that 
have no viſible Means of a Livelihood, 
and take Care of them accordingly. . 


Ovr Plantations Abroad are always 
wanting Recruits; where the worſt of 
Crimjnals, that go there, are put in a 
Way to get an honeſt Livelihood, if they 
can forget their old Wont; or if they 

cannot, 


„ 

cannot, tho Thievery is not puniſh'd_ 
with Death, they will find a Puniſhment 

ſufficient to deter them from a ſecond 
Crime, for a Thief is oblig'd to work 
till he has earn'd double the Sum he has 
ſtole, one Moiety to the Poor, and the 
other to the Perſon robb'd. Beſides, we 
have Shipping that are able body'd Land. 
Men. (as they- term them} will be ever 
acceptable: And, according to the old 

Saying, The Sea and the Gallows refuſe 

no Body; ſmall Numbers may be diſtri- 
buted in every Ship, and they have pro- 
per Diſcipline, which will prevent their 
corrupting the reſt of their Crew. And I 
am apt to believe the Fear of ſuch Pro- 
ceedings, would prevail upon them, to 
ſeek ſome more honeſt Employment. 


ANOTHER Reaſon of the Frequency | 
of Street Robberies, is the Remiſneſs or 
Corruption of the Watch, and as often 
want of Vigour and Youth ; for you ſhall 


ſeldom ſee a Man under Fifty among 
them. 


ONE Trick of the Street- Robbers has 
been to ſend one of their Gang ſeemingly 
drunk, to make a ſlight Quarrel with the 
Watch, who, upon the wave of a Lan- 

es H 2 _ thorn, 
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thorn, come to each others Aſſiſtance, 
eſpecially where they perceive but little 
Danger. The Gentleman-Thief, to make 
up the Quarrel, is reſolv'd to treat them; 
ſo to ſome Night-Houſe they go, (which 
is another Evil that ſhould be cur'd) where 
the Watchmen are mide drunk, their Bu - 
ſineſs neglected, and an Opportunity given 
to the Thieves to proſecute their Trade 
with leſs Danger. Therefore, I think, 
it ought to be the Buſineſs of the Heads 
of the Pariſh to chuſe out young ſtout. 
honeſt Fellows for Watchmen, who, for a 
little better Allowance, would no doubt 
accept ſuch an Employment. 


TREE King of the Night, as the Con- 
ſtables pleaſe to term themſelves, ſhould 
be a little more active in their Employ- 
ments; but all their Buſineſs is to get to 
a Watch houſe and guzzle, till their time 
of going Home comes. 


I Doug not but there may be found 
People in every Pariſh that would take it 
by Turns to inſpect the Watch, and ſee 
that they did their Duty. And the fear 
of ſuch Inſpectors would certainly be one 
Means to make them more diligent. 


I KNow 
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I kKNow it has been propos'd the 


* 


Watch ſhould go arm'd, but I think it a, 


« 
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very dangerous way to cure the Evil we 


are treating of, unleſs they were better 
regulated. For who knows but they may 
take it into their Heads to do the very 
thing which thoſe Arms are given to pre- 
vent, or at leaſt make them fo inſolent, 
that they will inſult Gentlemen that are 
coming Home at an unſeaſonable Hour, 
which, I believe, happens to every one 
ſometimes in their Lives. Their Staves 
they carry are ſufficient to anſwer all their 
Purpoſes. i 


I THINK, in all probability, theſe 
Hints obſery'd would be the aſſur'd Means 
of keeping our Streets ſafe at all Hours. 
I therefore ſhall make an End here, and 
to proceed on the Warning for Travellers, 
which was wrote by a condemn'd Perſon, 
but broke out of Newgare before his Exe- 
cution, and is not yet taken. This Per- 
ſon I happen'd to have ſome Buſineſs with, 
and I defir'd him to do his Country all the 
good he could before his Death, that he 
might make Amends for the 11], He told 
me that my Counſel was ſo good, that he 
had intended ſuch a thing before 1 0 
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tion'd it to him, but now he would be re- 
ſolv'd on't, Two Days after his Eſcape 
I received the following Papers by the 
Penny-Poſt with this Epiſtle, 


< T HAD prepar'd my ſelf for Death 
« | after you parted with me, without 
e neglecting the Means, if poſſible to 
% live, By good Fortune I made my E- 
e ſcape, as no doubt you have ſeen in 
te the News Papers. I have fince reflect- 
e ed on my paſt Life, and will -uſe my 
« Endeavours to live honeſtly for the fu. 
ture, I have ſent you thoſe Papers 1 
« promis'd you in Newpate, with full 
„ Commiſſion to put them to what Uſe 
© you think fit. I ſhall ever remember 
ce the good Advice you gave me when 1 
<« told you I had ſome Hopes of a Pardon, 
* and am 55 2x 9s 
Tour moſt obedient Servant, 


A Warning for Travellers, &c. 


me a tolerable Education, and that was 

|, but no Proviſion for Futurity, Moſt | 
of my Siſters carry'd their Maintenance 
about 


] Am the Son of a Parſon, who gave 
a 
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about them, but I had the whole World 
to provide for me. My Father was ac- 
counted a Man of Learning, but all that 
Learning could not teach me Honeſty. 


THE Rich, no doubt, think it a ſad 
thing to be poor, and the Poor think it a 
fine thing to be rich; tho, to contradia 
what I ſay, 1 fancy thoſe that are in no 
want think but little of thoſe that are. 
Neceſſity is the Touch- ſtone of Honeſty. 


I KNow. one of my own Profeſſion 
that us'd to ſay when he was poor, he 
thought of nothing but how to get Mo- 
ney, and when be was above Want, he 
was above being a Thief. However, now 
I have eſcap'd from Newgate, I intend, if 
it be poſſible, to live honeſtly; therefore as 
] have done my Country ſome Diſ ſervice, 
I ſhall endeavour, by the following Lines, 
to do all in my Power to wipe off the In- 
juries I have done. 1 54 | 


WHEN any Perſon's Buſineſs calls him 
into the Country, let him take but juſt 
Money enough to bear his Expences; or 
if he's oblig'd to ſend large Sums into the 
Country, the ſafeſt Way is to ſend it by 
the Carrier. For tho in my Courſe of 
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Buſineſs 1 have been inform'd of Money 
ſent that Way, yet ſo much Time wou'd 


be taken in ſearching for it, that I never 
could aſſume Courage enough to attempt 


it, or I believe any one of my Fraternity. 


Ir you travel, never admit of any 
Stranger in your Company, if you can 
poſſibly avoid it. But if you find any 
one intrudes upon you, and will force 
himſelf inte your Company, loiter by the 
Way till ſome chance Paſſenger comes up 
to you, and go his Pace till you come to 


the next Town. 


WHEN you come into an Inn, don't 


| be too readily acquainted with your Land- 
lord; for tho' he may be honeſt, no doubt, 


et | hive known many of them Intrigue 
with the Highwaymen, and will be for 
getting out of you how far you travel, and 
which Way, which be ſure keep to your- 
ſelf. Keep the ſame Caution, with the 
Hoſtler, tho? certainly there's many honeſt 
among them; and if you can fee your 
Horſe eat his Corn, and Jook now and 
then if he has any Hay in his Rack, for 
tis ſome of their Cuſtoms to fill their 
Rack with Hay, and when your Back is 
turm d, take it away agam. 


WHEN 
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. WHEN you go out of your Inn, ride 
ſlow for half a Mile, and then you will 
perceive if any one paſſes you; and if he 
eyes you too much, be aſſur'd he's not 
right; then either go back, or ſtay for 
leſs ſuſpected Company; but it is your 
Buſineſs to be cautious of them too. 
Ride at ſome little Diſtance if a ſingle 
Man forces himſelf into your Company, 
notwithſtanding the abovemention'd Cau- 
tions. After, ſome time, tell him you 
heard of a Hue and Cry after a Highway- 
man in the laſt Town you came through, 
obſetve his Counitenance, and if he ex- 
preſſes no concern there, you may be aſ- 
ſur'd he's honeſt, or at leaſt no Highway - 
man, for they are not the only Rogues 
that travel the Roads. But if they are 
Highwaymen, their Guilt. cannot be hid; 
for the Thief does fear each Buſh an Officer. 


Bur if after all theſe Cautions you 
ſhould be attack d, if you can muſter up 
ſo much Courage, tell them boldly you 
will ſooner part with your Life than your 
Money, and 'tis ten to one if they don't 
leave you upon the Inſtant, I am or 
have been, when I follow'd that Calling. 
a Perſon of Spirit fit enough to go through 

Wes Stitch 
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Stitch with it, but I have left my intended 
Prey with ſuch an Anſwer, for every one is 
the Thieves Enemy, ö 


O x E Evening, as I had ſcrap'd Acquain- 
tance with a Man on the Road I intended to 
robb, eard the hooting of an Ow], not 
then knowing what it was. I ask'd the Per- 
fon what Noiſe that was: I fancy, anſwer'd 
the Man, tis ſome Hue and Cry. I made no 
more Words, but ſet Spurs to my Horſe, and 
turn'd up a narrow Lane, to prevent the 
Purſuers finding me, for I had committed 
more Robberies than one that Day, though a 
good Diſtance from the Place where I was. I 
liſten'd attentively ſome time, and ſoon 
. diſcover'd the Cauſe of my Fear: But I loſt 
my Deſign, for my Fellow Traveller got 
ſafe to his Inn, and, no doubt; hugg'd him- 
felf ſor fo fortunate Eſcape. 


I nave only made this Digreſſion to 
acquaint the wary Traveller, that a little 
Courage will go a great way towards ſaving 
his Purſe, But if you cannot ſummon up 
Spirit enough to look big, take out what 
Money you think fit, and-give it the Thief - 
candidly in ſhow, and with a ſeeming Satiſ- 
faction, declaring it is all you have, but 
whatever there is, he is very wellcome to it, 
for you ſhall ſoon be ſupply'd by ſome 
Friends that are coming after you. This 
will alarm him perhaps, and make him 
leave you upon the Inſtant. But if it does 
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not, and he ſeems reſolute to ſearch you; 
ſeem very willing, and if you have any Mo- 
ney hid privately, don't betray it, by. ſeem- 
ing uneaſie, crying out, or laying your 
Hand upon the Place where it is conceal'd; 
for I have more than once found out Money 
in conceal'd Places by the Apprehenſion of 
the Perſon, which I ſhould never have found 
without. If you ſee a Perſon alight o ff bis 
Horſe, and ſeem to buſy himſelf in ſettling 
his Furniture, do you alight and do the ſame, - 


which, will conyince him that you are aware 
of him. = 


TI Have known another Way prove ſuc- 
ceſsful in eſcaping the Land Pirates. When 
you are bid to ſtand, cry out, tis very hard 
to be rabb'd; twice in a Day, but that you 
have now nothing for them, but the Cloaths 
on your Back, and offer your felt to be 
ſearch'd willingly, which probably will do 
your Buſineſs, for Thieves have but litt le 
Time to loſe , and tho* they ſeem dangerous 
People, yet I have robb'd ſeveral Days toge- 
ther without either Shot or Powder in Piſtols : 
And if People would be a little reſolute, there 
would be more taker than there is, eſpecially 
if the Reward was punctually paid without 
any Drawbacks. It would be certainly an 

Encouragement to young brisk Fellows to 


make it their Buſineſs to hunt for them as 
they do their Prey. 
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IT 8HALL fay no more on this Subject, 
but leave the reſt to the Diſcretion of the 
Traveller, and proceed to the next Treatiſe, 


* 


A Warning to Houſe-keepers, Rc. 


HE Seaſon chiefly for breaking into 
4 Houſes is during the Winter, and long 
Nights. And I would adviſe every Houſe- 
keeper to have a Dog, whoſe barking might 
alarm all within, as well as the Fhieves 
without : For whenever I went upon any 
ſuch Expedition, we immediately defiſted 
upon the barking of a Dog, as Judging the 
Houſe was alarm'd. But there's no being 
ſafe if you are betray'd within, which too 
often happens. And I have known that ſe- 
veral of our Gang have hir'd themſelves for 
Scrvants on no other Deſign than to facili- 
rate the robbing of the Houſe, 


I wouL » adviſe all Houſe-keepers ne- 
ver to take a Maid Servant, without a good 
Recommendation, out of a Waggon as they 
arrive in Town, for ten out of twenty are 
mere Cheats, and take that Method in ap- 
pearing innocent Country Girls, to betray - 
their viaſters; Nay, ſhould: they be really 
Country Maids, and prove honeſt at firſt, 
they are liable to be corrupted. a 


Be 
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Re cautious of one that has too much 
Acquaintance, efpecially with the Men : For 
there are Setts of Fellows that make it their 
\ Buſineſs to gain upon the Inclinations of the 
Maids, who are ſuſceptible of Loye, to gain 
an Opportunity of robbing the Houſe, Nay, 
| knew a Fellow hang'd for robbing a Houſe 
that had ſecretly marry'd three and twenty 
Maid Servants in five Years, and robb'd eve- 
ry reſpe&ive Houſes, tho* this laſt Wife 
prop d that Hanging and Marriage went b 

eftiny, Therefore if you have a Maid wit 
many Sweethearts, the fooner you get rid of 
them the better. And if the wary Houfe- 
| keeper would be advis d by me, when he or 
ſhe is refolv'd to part with a Servant, let 
them go the Inſtant you reſolve upon it, and 
rather give them a Month's Wages, than keep 
them to a Month's Warning, which is gene- 
rally the Cuftom. For many Servants wilt 
do more Miſchief in that Month, than per- 
haps ten times their Wages would come to. 
F do nat mean this Method to be taken with 
every Servant, for no doubt but there's ma- 
ny of them honeſt, 3 | 


Ir you are oblig'd to keep a great many 
Servants, as in all Perſons of Qualities Houſes 
there is no avoiding it, let one whom you 
may .confide in. be watchful over the reſt that 
may be laſt in Bed, and firſt up, and be care- 
ful about ſeeing their Candles out, for many 
dreadful Inftances often happen'd in firing 
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Houſes by Sleepineſs, Careleſsneſs, or Drun- 
kenneſs. And Servants very often think it 
no Breach of their Honeſty to keep late 
Hours, and make merry at their Maſter's 
Expence. 15 


CARE ſhould be taken that Men and 
Maids ſhould lye far off from one another 
tho' they will join ſometimes in ſpight of 
Caution, which very often produces es 
unthought of at firſt | 1775 
A $MALL Bell to Window Shutters 
would be of admirable Uſe to prevent Houſe- 
breakers, for they may be plac'd in ſuch a 
manner, that the leaſt ſtirring ſhall make 
them ring. Alſo beware of Chimney: 
Sweepers, for their early riſing is to thieve as 
well as to ſweep Chimneys. Any thing that 
lies in their Reach they whip into their Bags 
among their Soot, and then fafes the Word. 


Tres,e Things premis d, if taken Care 
of, J am aſſur'd would prevent the Number 
of Criminals at the Old Bailey. 1 ſhall. make 
an End of this Tragi-Comedy, with a Word 
or two concerning Shoplifts, which I ſhall call 


A Caveat for Shop- keeperr. 


Ew ARE of all Perſons in Riding Hoods 
and Great Coats, or, Cloaks, for ſome- 
times Thieves have the Appearance of Gen + 

| W 285 . tlemen 


(71) 
tlemen and Ladies, eſpecially if more than 
one comes together; and whatever you ſhew 
them but one Piece at a time, and put the 
firſt away before yon ſhew the ſecond. Be 
cautious how you ſend Goods Home unpaid 
for, and more to ſtrengthen that Caution, I 


ſhall relate to you a Story of my ſelf, by 
way of Memorandum. 


I ow n I have had ſome Knowledge in 
every Branch, where Mercury has preſided. 
But one time I was very much put to it for 
Money, and put my Wit upon the Tenters 
to procure ſome; which I accompliſh'd after 
this Manner. I went to a rich Mercer's Shop 
(or at leaſt one noted for a great Trade, for 
there's no knowing now a-days what a 
Tradeſman's worth, till he dies, or breaks) 
I cheapen'd ſome of the richeſt Goods in 
his Shop, and pitch'd upon a rich Piece of Da- 
mask flower'd with Silver, that came to thirty 
odd Pounds, and at the fame time almoſt 
made a Bargain for another Piece of ſome- 
thing leſſer Value. | 


I OrRDER'p them to call a Coach, and 
ſend one of the Men with me to receive the 
Money; when we were in, Iorderd him to 
go to Sir Tho. Pe's in ſuch a Street, All 
the way we went, the Man was perſwading me 
to have. the pther Piece that I cheapen'd, tel- 
Jing me it was a prodigious Penny worth. 
When 1 came to the Houſe, I knock'd at the 
Door, and a Maid-Servant came to it; but 
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before T ſpoke to her, I turn'd about to the 
Mercer's Man, and bid bim fetch the other 
Piece, offering him at the ſame time the Coach; 
bu the ſa id he could make as much Haſte with- 
out it: So away went the Man Ten T ask'd 
the Maid if Sir Thomas was at Home. No, 
Sir, ſaid the Maid, he's in the Country, which 
I knew as well as ſhe did. I order'd the 
Coachmaii to drive to a Tavern that had a 
Paſſage into, another Street, where I paid 
Him, Urank half a Pint in a hurry, and 
walk'd away with my Silk, to my Lodging, | 
for I did not know but they might have ta · 
ken the Number the of the” Coach. 1 ſhall 
take my leave, wiſhing this RAdmonition may 
be of uſe to my Country- Men. 
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before T ſpoke to her, I turn'd about to the 
Mercer's Man, and bid bim fetch the other 
Piece, offer ing him at the ſame time the Coach; 
bu the ſaid he could make as much Haſte with- 
out it: So away went the Man Then ask'd 
the Maid if Sir Thomas was at Home. No, 
Sir, ſaid the Maid, he's in the Country, which 
I knew as well as ſhe did. I order'd the 
Coachman to drive to a Tavern that had a 
Paſſage into, another Street, where I paid 
him, drank half a Pint in a hurry, and 
walk'd away with my Silk to my Lodging, 
for I did not know but they might have ta- 
ken the Number the of the” Coach. I ſhalt 
take my leave, wiſhing this Admonition may 


be of uſe to my Country- Mn. 
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